
10

NATION TO OBSE RVE FIFTY
YEARS OF LINCOL WS MEMORY

Anniversary of His Birthday This Year Will Have
Deeper Significance Than Usual Because of

Assassination on April 14, 1865
FEW weeks nftor tho birthday

A of Abrnhnm Lincoln, next Krl-da- y.

February 12, comes tho
tlftlctli anniversary of his

tlcMlh. On April 14, 1861, the Union
ling wns hauled down nt Tort Sumter
nnil tin- - wnr became a fact. On April
1 1. 18t'r, ili man who had been the
lieml of the Union during the struggle
wax shot by nn assassin. The observ-
ance i ' the anniversary of bin birth
will therefore have deeK-- r significance
ill. in usual .till year.

The world y realizes the tragedy
oi lil iisKiHslnatloii. but not ho well
the shock It caused nt rh time. The
shuck was the greater because It came
without warning,

On the afternoon of April 14, ISC",
I'rexlilent Lincoln, accompanied by bin
wife, went for n long drive, Imppy In
the thought of the dawn of pence after
the long 11 Kilt of war. Little did he
ilrmni that nt that very time u band
of conspirators were plotting bin death
within a few hours and that he would
never see the sunrise of another day.

Ah n recrontlon he hnd planned that
night to see the famous nvtress Uiui-- .i

Keene In "Our American Cou.in." Which
was being playeil In what was then
Ford's Theatre, on Ten'th street North-
west between K and F streets, Wash-
ington, The 'building now belongs tn
the (love.-nme- nt and Is occupied hy
ulllces of the pension division of the
War Department.

Gen. Ornnt wns to have been one of
ibis theatre party, and the fact that he
was unexpectedly culled away prokihly
saved his life, lis there Is no doubt that
his murder was nlso contemplated.

The'Presldent's box had been draped
with two lings, a silk one borrowed
from the Treasury Department being
placid In the centre. It was In this
Hun Booth's spur cnuglit when ho
leaped 'from the box lifter shooting Lin-
coln. Within the box was placeil a
rocking chair for the use of the IYesl-den- t,

At half past h Mr. Lincoln, ac
companied by Mrs. Lincoln, Major
Kiithhonc and Miss Harris, entered the
box to witness a piny of which they
were destined never to see the end.

As rhc President snt quietly In his
Imx for nn hour and a half John Wilkes
Itooth. the aHstssln. wn Imverlng near
nailing for n favorable opportunity to
lire the fatal shot, liooth wns a hand-
some, gay, romantic young actor of
the famous family of nctors, Edwin
IIihhIi was his brother and Junius Bru-
tus Itooth his father.

Young Wilkes Booth he was com
monly called ly tils middle name was
an ardent Southern sympathizer, and his
freiptent visits to Washington lroight
him In contact with people of similar
sentiments and gave him the oppor
tunlty to put Into effect a plan which

D.

names of the countries of
have not always meant

same of territory
y nnd their boundaries

have changed from time to time, nnd
nlwnys the result of treaties after
war. France has sometimes been much
narrower than extending
toward tho east not even far the
Jliver Ithone (which runs Into
Mediterranean nenr tin- - eastern boun-
dary), and at other llmi-- s has spread
farther east than now, even to the
River Hhlne.

Ivooklng hack upon the history
Kurope stvnis consisted of
nothing but wnrs nnd trentles of pence

trentles which were usually broken by
another war. This pointed out
William Webster Ellsworth in his

ho Imagined would be that of a pa-

triot.
For some months he had been living

in Washington, where he had discussed
plans with a bnnd of conspirators.
These plans ut first looked to the cap-
ture of the President by taking him
boldly, concealing him In one of the
cellars of it ho old van Ness mansion
till a chance offered get ihlm out of
Washington and then spiriting him
away to lllchmond and compelling the
exchange of southern prisoners for his
freedom.

But theso plans hnving gone astray,
Booth decided on the morning of April
II to kill tho President In tho theatre
that evening nnd escape at once by t'ho
rear alley, making his way across what

known lis the Navy Yard bridge nt
Auacostlo into Maryland, nnd thence
to Virginia. Ho never seemed to doubt
but that his crime would meet with
approbation.

Shortly after 0 P. M. Booth got ins
1ior.se and led the back door of
the tiheatre, leaving in charge of n
boy named Joseph Burroughs, but nick-
named "Peanuts."

About fifteen minutes pist 10 he en-

tered tho theatre, and, walking unno-
ticed down the aisle, entered the rear
of the President's Ihix. The guard
who should linve been on duty nt the
door was down In the parquet In order
to see better. Hnd he been n't his post.

believed, Lincoln's life mlgiht have
been saved. Hut ns wns Booth
gained easy access to the box nnd
placed In the doorway n liar which had
evidently ls-e- prepared for the oc-

casion by some one in the conspiracy.
One of the nctors, Hnrry Hnwke,

speaking when, at twenty minutes past
10. Botrth fired a shit Into Lincoln's
brain. At the sound of the pistol Hath-bon- e

leaped his feet and grasped
Booth, but tihe latter thrust him aside
after stabbing him several times In the
arm. Booth then laid his right hand on
the liox railing and made a leap down-
ward to the stage, but he did his
spur caught the folds of the Treas
ury flag nnd he fell In crouching
attitude, Which resulted In broken leg.

Though suffering untold agony, the
assassin sprang his feet, ran out of
the rear door of the theatre Into the
alley, Jerked the reins from the hands
of "Peanuts," leaped Into the snddlo and
in another second was clattering out
of the alley Into street, then away
toward Anacostla llko madman 8

he probably wns.
In the meantime in tihe theatre the

suddenness of the attack hnd left tho
audience bewildered. was not until
the screams of Mrs. Lincoln rang out
shrilly that people realized what hud
happened. The wildest confusion re-

sulted; but quiet was finally restored
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ture on "Thi .Making of Kurope, How-War- s

Have Changed the Map."
At the time of tho supremacy of the

Human Kmplrc all the lands on
sides of the weno under
the dominion of Home. The history of
Kurope is made up, first, of tho steps by
which the States of the earlk--r peoples
came under the power of Home, and,
second, of the way In which the modern
States wero formed.

It will bo noticed that rivers
Hhlne nnd Danube, rising near each
other lund flowing respectively Into th
North and the Black Sea, form an
almost continuous line. For hundreds
of years thin wns the chief boun-dnr- y

between two great races. To tho
north waw Germunta, a vast nnd dismal
region of forests, swamps and moun
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and the audience filed out of tho build
ing rapidly to spread the news of the

Atwut the first to reach the wounded
President wero two paymasters, who at
once called for the White House coach.
But this order wns ty
Dr. Chnrlcs Taft, nn urmy surgeon who
rushed Into the lsx, for he saw at once
that a carrlngo drive would Iki fatal.
With Dr, Taft holding the head nnd
several other men the Itody Mr. Lincoln
wns liorno out of the door of the theatre
and Into the house of William Petersen
at 616 Tenth street, Just irpislte Ford's.

It seems that a lodger In this house
had heard the commotion In tho street
and opened tho door to nscertaln the
cause. The open door and bright light
at onco caught the doctor' attention,
so tlie dying President was taken gently
up the steps and laid on a small bed
In a rear room on the first lloor.

This apartment was occupied by Will-
iam T. Clark, tt soldier of the Thirteenth
Massachusets Infantry, The bed was a
walnut four xsler nnd on the walls
were several famous engravings.

The fatal shot had entered the left
side of the head behind the bft eye,
traversing the brain nnd lodgling be-

hind the right eye. The surgeons nt
once recognized the fact that tho wound
was mortal. On this humble bed tho
President, surrounded by personal
friends and several high Government
olllcinls as well ns his family, remained
peacefully ull night, unconscious to tho
last. At 22 mlnuteH past 7 on the
morning of April 15, 180.1. he censed
to lireathe.

As his pulse stopped Secretary Stnn-lo- n

stepped to the bed and, 'looking
down Into the countenance on which
an eternal pence rested, said In n low
voice, "Now he lielongs to the ages."
Tho J lev. Dr. Clurley, the President's
pastor, dropped on his knees In prayer.
Then out on the wires of tho world
floshed the news of the death.

At 11 o'clock that same day Chief
Justice Chase administered the oath of
otllce to the new President. Andrew
Johnson, dn the old Kirkwood House,
which stood nt nvenue
ami Twelfth street.

The funeral service of the martyred
President watt held In tho Hast Iloom
of tho White House April
18, at noon, the coffin being then taken
to the Capitol, where It lay In state In
the rotunda till April 21, when tho
funeral train started for Springfield,
III. It readied that town on the morn
ing of Mny 3. On tho 4th amid a na-

tion's and the most Impressive
ceremonies that could devised the
remains of Abraham Lincoln wero
placeil In a vault In Oak Ilidge Ceme-
tery.

To return to Booth nnd the rest of
the The assassin iiad tied
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tains. Hero lived the Goths, Franks,
Angles and Saxons.

The Human historian Tacitus In de-
scribing Germnniu said that spite of
all tho wlldness of their country tho
peoplo lived In houses, rnlHiil crop of
grain nnd had herds of cattlo nnd drank
curdled milk and even In those days
lk-er-. Tho men were descrlls-- as
having nnd powerful bodies, llereo
blue eyes and reddish huir and beards.
Their chief buslne-- was fighting, nnd
many of them beennio soldiers In tho
Iloma'n nrmlvH. Suddenly there enmo
upon these Germnns, out of the east, a
wild trlbo from ABla called the Huns.
A German-Got- h who wrote tho story of
his own people In tho yenr TiSl de-

scribed tlw Huns as "fiercer thnn
ferocity Itself."

from Washington, and safely passing
the guard on the bridge nt Amicostln,
galloped down Into Mnryland along a
road on Which the conspirators nail left
friends with supplies of guns and whls.
key.

Pursuit was at liegun by the
Government, Col. L. C. Baker having
charge of tho forcu sent to capture the
murderer. Knowing that Booth Iiad
sought refuge In Mnryland and would
prolmbly attempt to cross Into Virginia.
Baker followed In his tracks, rightly
nrgulng Unit a man In Ills condition
could not conceal bis Identity.

After some work In tracing assas
sin, Bnker nt last Mopped nt tho home
of a, farmer, Hicham II. Garrett, near
Port Iloyal, Va. Having every reason
to believe that Booth nnd a fellow con-

spirator, Herold, had stopped at this
place, the soldiers surrounded the house
about 2 o'clock In the morning of April
26 and rapped at the door. Garrett

nnd denied any knowledge of the
men, but n young Bon Informed Baker
that those he sought were at that mo
ment sleeping In a wagon hotisv or
barn.

Throwing n guard about this build-
ing, Baker sent young Garrett Into the
place to demand that tire Inmates sur-
render. Both men at first refused, but
Herold at last weakened nnd enmc out
to be manacled. Booth declared that
he would never Ik' tnken alive, nnd
stood his ground, fur back tn the shed,
leaning on n crutch, with u carbine lev-

elled at the door.
Col. Conger, wishing to expedite mat-

ters, lighted a wisp of straw and struck
It through a crack Into a pile of liny In
a corner inside. In n moment the In-

terior wns nblnze nnd everything within
In a full light. The llnmes showed
Booth standing with his gun In lib
hand, but retreating before the leaping
lire. A shot rang out nnd John Wilkes
Booth, the murderer of Abrnhnm Lin-
coln, sank to the barn lloor dying, with
a bullet In the back of his neck. The
shot had been fired by n Union sol-

dier named Boston Corbett.
Booth's body was dragged out of the

burning shed nnd placed on Gnrrett's
porch. His last words, littered with
great effort, were, "Useless, useless," re-
ferring to his Inability to lift his hands.
But before this he had told a soldier,
"Tell my mother I died for my coun-
try; that I did What I thought was
best." Booth received his fatal wound
a little after 3 o'clock In the morning,
but lingered, In agony, till sunrise, when
he ceased to breathe.

His body was sewed up In nn army
blanket, carried la an old wagon to
Belle Plain and put on board n boat
to Washington. Benching the capital.
It was taken down the Eastern branch
to the old penitentiary. There, In one
of the largo cells, the stones were taken
up, a grave dug and the remains, which
wvre enclosed In a pine collln, Interred.
They rested there till lSfi!t. when Booth's
brother lSdwin had them removed to
Baltimore and burled ln the family lot
In Grcenmount Cemetery In that city.
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regenerator of western Kurope
nnd the founder of modern Kurope was
Charles the Great of Charlemagne. It
was ho who conquered tho Lomtnrda
that hud waste tho lial territory
nnd who reestablished the Popo at
lSome. In Uhe nnmo of tho Human peo-

plo the Pope offered him tho Imperial
crown, and on Christmas Day In tho
year 800 Chnrlemngno wns proclaimed
Kmporor of the Human Umpire of tho
West.

A great change had Liken placo In
tho map of Europe toward the end of
the eighteenth century, after the Seven
Years war. In tho early part of that
century wero fought the wars of tho
Spanish succession and the Austrian
succession, Involving nearly all of
western Kurope except Knglind, and

Vr'

This is said to last taken by a few days before

It is Impossible find any marking
of Wllkew Booth's grave. There Is
none. The Ivy growing on the Imho
the tail shaft to Junius Brutus Booth

Wilkes's father wns up,
dug nt tho back of tho stone,
nnd tho bones of the fated man rc-po-

there to this

Vu
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hundreds of thousands of men wero
slain and untold millions spent over
tho question of the possession of a
throne.

Poland, onco a great territory, was
soon to bo divided up among

Towers. Except Hussla, Poland
was the largest kingdom In Europe, and
tho worst damaged. It had several
hundred thousand nobles, mostly very'
poor, tho Parliament consisted entirely
of nobles; mid no measure could pass
that body If there was a single voto
against It. The king was not a heredi-
tary ruler, but whenever a vacancy oc-

curred the nobles chose a new sovereign,
usually a foreigner, nnd the various
European Powers always took a hand
in tho election, Poland Is the 0110
country to which the Powers hnvebei--

Central Europe after the division following the death of Europe the end of century, after the Seven Years War,

be Lincoln's Gardner the

grave

tho neigh-
boring

Bobth was not the only one to suffer
death for ithls murder. There were
many other conspirators, prominent
among them Mrs. Surratt, who
made her home nt 604 II street North-
west; George A. Atzerodt, David H.
Herold and Lewis Payne, or Powell, for
he was known by both names, All four
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Europe 800, end of Charlemagne Empire.

able to help themselves without serious
opposition. When n ruler had nothing
better to would go out into his
back yard and dig a pleco of Po-
land.

When Napoleon was at tho height of
his iHvwi-- his dreum of the Continent
under a single chief wns almost real-
ized. Ills stcpsim was Viceroy of north-
ern Italy, his brother .Joseph wns King
of Naples, his brother Louis was King
of Holland, hi brother Jerome wns
King of Westphalia In the centre of up-
per Gormnny, his brother-in-la- w was
Grand Duke of Berg. He protected
Confederation of the Hhlne and his
trooi occupied dismembered Prussia,
now a small territory removed from
the Hhlne.

The empire of France In the northern

of these persons suffered death by h.ing-In- g

ns punishment for their complicity
in the crime. Dr. Mudd of Maryland
who ns.dstcd Booth 'both before and
ufter uhe deed, was also convicted.
his sentence was a life term In t

Tortugas.
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part ran up beyond Hamburg and (k
In all the territory west of the Ilhino
above Switzerland. In the south it ex
tended to the kingdom of Naples ling-lan-

ulono as mistress mf the ap-

peared to stand between him and un-
iversal dominion.

In 181S after the fall of Napoleon and
tho treaties! which followed France was
no better IT than she was in 1"'.'0 n
Nnpoleon was 21 years old and

But Prussia had grown 11 ! n
Inateil the German Confederation, .md
by these treaties iihtnlned n trac of
land 011 tho Hhlne. and with a sU-li- t

break stretched from France to Hup-oa- .

So It came about that what
brought about that was most dunblo
.was the strengthening of his h's
bitterest nnd most i neim

iri vv II u--v
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Europe at the time Napoleon was at height of his career.


